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A survey of water coolers in federal buildings at the Tifton Location was conducted an
August 14, 2007. The purpose of the survey was to collect information about each
water cooler including location, manufacturer, and model number. The data collected
was compared with an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) list of water coolers known
to contain lead components. The 1list was compiled as a requirement of the Lead
Contamination Control Act (LCCR) which amended the Safe Drinking Water Act. The LCCA
was signed into law on October 31, 18988.

Fach federal building/shop/shed was inspected and twelve of those contained water
coolers. After comparing the data collected with that provided by EPA, it was
determined that two of the water coolers contain lead components. The first is located
in the Crop Protection and Management Research Unit Main Lab/Cffice, Buillding #1.
This water cooler was manufactured by Halsey Taylor, Model S51000-10D. Halsey Taylior
reports using lead solder in this model of water cooler, as well as others, that were
manufactured between 1978 and the last week of 1987. The second water cooler found to
have a lead component is located at the Belflower Farm Shed, Building #50. Tt was
manufactured by EBCC, Model CP10. EBCO Manufacturing states that this model of
pressure bubbler cooler, as well as others, produced from 1978 through 1981 contains
one 50-50 tin-lead solder joint.

The water cooler in CPMRU Building #1 is used minimally as there is an alternate
source of Culligan bottled drinking water in the break room area. The water cooler at
the Belflower Farm Shed #50 also appears unused and is badly weathered from being
exposed to weather conditions for many years. At a minimum, each unit should be
tested to ensure that the lead level does not exceed 15 parts per billion. The units
gshould not be used until testing has been completed and each has been verified as
being safe for consumption. However, based on the age, condition, and the lack of use
for each unit, it is recommended that both units be removed from service immediately.

This survey is a part of the targets and objectives for FY07 under the Environmental
Management Systems (EMS) program. Any decisions regarding testing, removal, or
replacement of the units should be reported to the EMS Coordinator for proper EMS
documentation.
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